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Superheroes Help Save the Seabed

WRITTEN BY EMERSON WHITNEY    

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2011 AT 8:15 AM 

BAR HARBOR — Starfish and crabs clung to skateboards. Three-legged lawn chairs, rusty bicycles, and 
barnacle-covered computer parts were heaped together on a Bar Harbor town dock float. The League of 
Underwater Superheroes, led by Ed “Diver Ed” Monat, spent Saturday collecting this haul while cleaning 
the seabed around the town dock. 

Bela Ossanna happily participates in the “League of Underwater Superheroes” annual harbor cleanup in Bar Harbor on May 7.

“Why would somebody throw a chair in the water?” said 7-year-old Tobiah Zboray of Surry, watching while 
a sad-looking lawn chair was hoisted onto the float. He and several other volunteers poured over all parts 
of the debris in search of sea creatures.

“I found a Jonah crab. That was a real prize,” said 10-year-old Eilon Zboray, Tobiah’s brother.

This year, near 30 participants, including 15 divers, pulled debris from Frenchman Bay and picked out 
crabs, sea cucumbers, and starfish to return to the water. The crew used Mr. Monat’s boat the Starfish 
Enterprise and an inflatable motorboat loaned by College of the Atlantic.

“I really enjoy it. I love seeing everybody,” said Mr. Monat. “And I actually think we’re making a difference. 
There’s less and less trash down there every year – we keep picking at it and I think we’re finally getting to 
the bottom.” 

For more maritime news, pick up a copy of the Mount Desert Islander.
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